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To whom it may concern,

Invitation letter for Anna-Karin Wi

rom

Anna-Karin Wikstrom is a licenced physician, a specialist within obstetrics and
‘gynaccology, and a rescarcher at the Department of Women's and Children's
Health, Uppsala University.. Anna-Karin Wikstrom recently (autumn 2007)
successfully defended her thesis “Biochemical and epidemiological studies of
carly onset and late onset of preeclampsia”. Her thesis included five papers of
which four are presently published or accepted for publication in international
well-reputed journals

Precclampsia is a common and life-threatening event for both the mother and
child: world-wide it is considered the most important factor for maternal
mortality. The etiology for precclampsia is largely unknown, but it is well known
that genetic factors (inherited both through the mother and father) contributc o
the discase. Most previous investigations on the long-term consequences of
pregnancy-induced hypertension cluding preeclampsia) have been
small and results often inconclusive. In one epidemiological study included in Dr
Wikstrom's thesis, she could convincingly show that presence of pregnancy-
induced hypertensive disease increases subscquent risk of ischemic hoart discase.
Moreover, the risk appears (o inerease with severity of hypertensive disease
during pregnancy.

Dr Wikstrom has a broad scientific research program. which also includes further
epidemiological studies of preeclampsia. I would therefore welcome Dr Wikstrom
10 spend a longer time at the Department of Medical Epidemiology and
Biostatisties at Karolinska Institutet. Given Dr Wikstrom’s deep biological and
clinical knowledge within pregnancy complications (especially hypertensive
discases during pregnancy) and the epidemiological and biostatistical resources at
our department, [ think that a long-term stay al our department would be most
fruitful for all partics,
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